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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is in response to the amendment filed December 30, 2008. 

2. Claims 42, 45, 46, and 48-53 have been amended and new claims 54-58 have 
been added. 

3. Claims 42-58 have been examined and are pending with this action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. The previous rejection of claims 42, 46, 48, 49, 51 , and 53 under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention, has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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5. Claims 42-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Berger 

et al.(US 5,948,057). 

INDEPENDENT: 

As per claim 42, Berger teaches a method of modifying on a server an order of 
audio/video messages created by respective users at respective workstations (see 
col.1, lines 37-40: "audio/video conference"), the method comprising: 

(a) creating a first audio/video message on a first workstation at a first time (see 
col. 3, lines 7-21 : "create operations of data sets of the data file or data copies"); 

(b) transferring a duplicate of the created first audio/video message to the server 
(see Fig. 7 and col.5, lines 57-63: "the messages about changes made to the data 
copies DKi that are respectively stored in the memories SPi of the respective computers 
Ri"); 

(c) storing the duplicate of the created first audio/video message on the server 
(see Fig. 7 and col.5, lines 57-63: "the messages about changes made to the data 
copies DKi that are respectively stored in the memories SPi of the respective computers 
Ri"); 

(d) creating at least a second audio/video message on a second workstation at a 
second time later than the first time (see col.3, lines 33-39: "all delete operations or 
create operations"); 

(e) transferring a duplicate of the created second audio/video message to the 
server (see Fig. 7 and col.5, lines 57-63: "the messages about changes made to the 
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data copies DKi that are respectively stored in the memories SPi of the respective 
computers Ri"); and 

(f) placing the duplicate of the created at least second audio/video message on 
the server in a temporally independent pseudo-chronology relative to the duplicate of 
the created first audio/video message (see Fig.6; Fig. 7; and col. 5, lines 57-65: "are 
immediately transmitted to all other computers Ri in the same chronological sequence 
as the implemented changes"), a position of the duplicate of the created at least second 
audio/video message in the pseudo-chronology being determined by a user of the 
second workstation (see col. 7, lines 27-31 : "When a conflict between the at least two 
protocol data files PDi to be compared to one another has been recognized, then the 
respective change proposal is made to the users that have the protocol data files PDi 
stored at the respective computers"); 

(g) storing on the server the duplicate of the created first audio/video message 
and the duplicate of the created at least second audio/video message in the temporally 
independent pseudo-chronology (see col.8, lines 62-67: "to be completely newly 
employed in the data file D, then the respective information space IU is copied into the 
data file as a whole") . 

As per claim 45, Berger teaches a method of modifying a sequence of 
audio/video messages (see col.1 , lines 37-40: "audio/video conference") stored on a 
workstation, the method comprising: 
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(a) creating on the workstation at a first time a first audio/video message (see 
col. 3, lines 7-21 : "create operations of data sets of the data file or data copies"); 

(b) storing the first audio/video message on the workstation (see Fig. 7: DATA 
COPY DKi); 

(c) creating on the workstation at a second time later than the first time at least a 
second audio/video message (see col. 3, lines 33-39: "all delete operations or create 
operations"); 

(d) placing and storing the at least second audio/video message on the 
workstation in a temporally independent pseudo-chronology relative to the first 
audio/video message (see Fig. 6; Fig. 7; and col.5, lines 57-65: "the messages about 
changes made to the data copies DKi that are respectively stored in the memories SPi 
of the respective computers Ri, are immediately transmitted to all other computers Ri in 
the same chronological sequence as the implemented changes"), a position of the at 
least second audio/video message in the pseudo-chronology being determined by a 
user of the workstation (see col. 7, lines 27-31 : "When a conflict between the at least two 
protocol data files PDi to be compared to one another has been recognized, then the 
respective change proposal is made to the users that have the protocol data files PDi 
stored at the respective computers"); and 

(e) storing the first audio/video message and the at least second audio/video 
message on the workstation in the temporally independent pseudo-chronology (see 
Fig. 6; Fig. 7; and col.5, lines 57-65: "are immediately transmitted to all other computers 
Ri in the same chronological sequence as the implemented changes"). 
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As per claim 50, Berger teaches a method of modifying a sequence of 
audio/video messages (see col.1 , lines 37-40: "audio/video conference") stored on a 
workstation, the method comprising: 

(a) receiving on the workstation at a first time at least one audio/video message 
from a server, the at least one audio/video message being a duplicate of an audio/video 
message created on a second workstation; 

(b) creating on the workstation at a second time later than the first time at least a 
second audio/video message (see col. 3, lines 33-39: "all delete operations or create 
operations"); 

(c) placing and storing the at least second audio/video message on the 
workstation in a temporally independent pseudo-chronology relative to the at least first 
audio/video message (see Fig. 6; Fig. 7; and col. 5, lines 57-65: "the messages about 
changes made to the data copies DKi that are respectively stored in the memories SPi 
of the respective computers Ri, are immediately transmitted to all other computers Ri in 
the same chronological sequence as the implemented changes"), a position of the at 
least second audio/video message in the pseudo-chronology being determined by a 
user of the workstation (see col. 7, lines 27-31 : "When a conflict between the at least two 
protocol data files PDi to be compared to one another has been recognized, then the 
respective change proposal is made to the users that have the protocol data files PDi 
stored at the respective computers"); and 
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(d) storing the at least one audio/video message and the at least second 
audio/video message on the workstation in the temporally independent pseudo- 
chronology (see Fig. 6; Fig. 7; and col. 5, lines 57-65: "are immediately transmitted to all 
other computers Ri in the same chronological sequence as the implemented changes"). 

As per claim 52, Berger teaches a method of modifying a sequence of 
audio/video messages (see col.1 , lines 37-40: "audio/video conference") stored on a 
workstation, the method comprising: 

(a) receiving on the workstation at a first time a plurality of audio/video messages 
in a first chronology from a server, each of the plurality of audio/video message being 
respective duplicates of an audio/video messages created at respective other 
workstations; 

(b) creating on the workstation at a second time later than the first time at least 
an additional audio/video message (see col.3, lines 33-39: "all delete operations or 
create operations"); 

(c) placing the at least additional audio/video message on the workstation in a 
sequence relative to the plurality of audio/video messages (see Fig. 6; Fig. 7; and col. 5, 
lines 57-65: "the messages about changes made to the data copies DKi that are 
respectively stored in the memories SPi of the respective computers Ri, are immediately 
transmitted to all other computers Ri in the same chronological sequence as the 
implemented changes"), a position of the at least additional audio/video message in the 
sequence being determined by a user of the workstation to form a second temporally 
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independent pseudo-chronology (see col.7, lines 27-31 : "When a conflict between the at 
least two protocol data files PDi to be compared to one another has been recognized, 
then the respective change proposal is made to the users that have the protocol data 
files PDi stored at the respective computers"); and 

(d) storing on the workstation the second temporally independent-pseudo 
chronology of audio/video messages formed in (c) (see Fig. 6; Fig. 7; and col. 5, lines 57- 
65: "are immediately transmitted to all other computers Ri in the same chronological 
sequence as the implemented changes"). 

As per claim 54, Berger teaches a method of modifying a sequence of 
audio/video messages (see col.1, lines 37-40: "audio/video conference") stored on a 
workstation, the method comprising: 

(a) creating on the workstation at a first time a first audio/video message (see 
col. 3, lines 7-21 : "create operations of data sets of the data file or data copies"); 

(b) storing the first audio/video message on the workstation (see Fig. 7: DATA 
COPY DKi); 

(c) creating on the workstation at a second time later than the first time at least a 
second audio/video message (see col.3, lines 33-39: "all delete operations or create 
operations"); 

(d) placing the at least second audio/video message on the workstation in a 
temporally independent pseudo-chronology relative to the first audio/video message, 
the temporally independent pseudo-chronology being determined when the at least 
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second audio/video message is placed on the workstation (see Fig. 6; Fig. 7; and col. 5, 
lines 57-65: "the messages about changes made to the data copies DKi that are 
respectively stored in the memories SPi of the respective computers Ri, are immediately 
transmitted to all other computers Ri in the same chronological sequence as the 
implemented changes"); and 

(e) storing the first audio/video message and the at least second audio/video 
message on the workstation in the temporally independent pseudo-chronology (see 
Fig. 6; Fig. 7; and col. 5, lines 57-65: "are immediately transmitted to all other computers 
Ri in the same chronological sequence as the implemented changes"). 

DEPENDENT: 

As per claims 43 and 44, which depends on claim 42, Berger teaches further 
comprising: 

creating a plurality of additional respective (third) audio/video messages on the 
first workstation or on the second workstation or on respective additional (third) 
workstations at respective times later than at least the first time (see col. 3, lines 33-39: 
"all delete operations or create operations"); 

transferring a copy of selected ones of the plurality of additional respective (third) 
audio/video messages to the server (see Fig. 7 and col. 5, lines 57-63: "the messages 
about changes made to the data copies DKi that are respectively stored in the 
memories SPi of the respective computers Ri"); 
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placing the transferred selected additional respective (third) audio/video 
messages in at least a second temporally independent pseudo-chronology relative to 
the first audio/video message and the at least second audio/video message determined 
by respective users of the first workstation or of the second workstation or of the 
respective additional (third) workstations (see claim 42 rejection above); and 

storing on the server the first audio/video message, the at least second 
audio/video message, and the selected additional respective (third) audio/video 
messages in the at least second temporally independent pseudo-chronology (see Fig. 6; 
Fig. 7; and col. 5, lines 57-65: "are immediately transmitted to all other computers Ri in 
the same chronological sequence as the implemented changes"). 

(Note: see independent claim 42 rejection above: repeating the same functional 
steps previously taught does not render the invention novel). 

As per claims 46, 51 and 53, which respectively depend on claims 45, 50 and 
52, Berger further teaches wherein the placing of the at least second audio/video 
message is performed concurrently with its creation (see col. 5, line 63: "immediately 
transmitted"). 

As per claims 47, which depends on claims 45, Berger teaches further 
comprising: 

(f) creating on the workstation a plurality of additional respective audio/video 
messages at respective times later than the first time (see col.3, lines 33-39: "all delete 
operations or create operations"); 
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(g) placing each additional respective audio/video messages in a temporally 
independent pseudo-chronology relative to the first audio/video message and the 
second audio/video message determined by the users of the workstation (see claim 45 
rejection above); 

(h) storing on the workstation each respective temporally independent pseudo- 
chronology of audio/video messages as each respective temporally independent 
pseudo-chronology is created (see Fig. 6; Fig.7; and col. 5, lines 57-65: "are immediately 
transmitted to all other computers Ri in the same chronological sequence as the 
implemented changes"); and 

(i) replacing an earlier respective temporally independent pseudo-chronology 
with a later respective temporally independent pseudo-chronology selected by the user 
of the workstation (see col. 7, lines 41-45). 

(Note: see independent claim 45 rejection above: repeating the same functional 
steps previously taught does not render the invention novel) 

As per claim 48, which depends on claim 47, Berger further teaches wherein the 
placing of the at least second audio/video message is performed concurrently with its 
creation (see col. 5, line 63: "immediately transmitted"). 

As per claim 49, which depends on claim 47, Berger further teaches wherein the 
replacing of an earlier respective temporally independent pseudo-chronology with a 
later respective temporally independent pseudo-chronology is performed substantially 
concurrently with the storing on the workstation of each respective temporally 



Application/Control Number: 10/750,605 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2455 

independent pseudo-chronology (see col. 5, line 63: "immediately transmitted to all other 
computers Ri in the same chronological sequence as the implemented changes"). 

As per claims 55 and 58, which respectively depend on claims 45 and 42, 
Berger further teaches wherein the user of the workstation is a creator of the at least 
second audio/video message (see col. 7, lines 27-31). 

As per claims 56 and 57, which both depend on claim 42, Berger further teaches 
wherein transferring a duplicate of the created at least first and at least second 
audio/video message to the server is responsive to a connection between the 
respective first and second workstation and the server (see col. 6, lines 3-7) 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 42-53 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. After further searching and 
consideration Berger et al. (US 5,948,057) has been cited to teach all the limitations of 
claims 42-58. 

Conclusion 

7. For the reasons above claims 42-58 have been rejected and remain pending. 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHAEL Y. WON whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3993. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th: 10AM-8PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael Won/ 
Primary Examiner 
April 6, 2009 



